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base and radio station. Its staff of workers numbers 700.
Dickson Island, another (weather exchange/ situated on the
Yenessei Gulf, has an area of only 30 square miles and a
population of 200. Sheep, cows, pigs, and 'home-grown*
vegetables keep the inhabitants supplied with fresh food.
Oil has been discovered at Khatanga, south-west of Nordvik,
and this may prove to be of great value in the future as a
source of fuel for the vessels of the fisheries and the northern
sea-route.
The value of the port of Igarka as the centre for the export
of the wealth of Central Siberia is demonstrated by the fact
that a journey by river and rail to European Russia is twice
as expensive as the journey via the northern sea-route. The
reliability of the route is now recognized to such an extent
that insurance rates have been considerably reduced within
the last few years.
Mining is the second occupation of importance in the
Central Siberian Plateau. Coal and graphite are mined in the
Lower Tunguska and Koreika valleys, and exported both by
way of Igarka and southward to Krasnoyarsk. Some iron is
also mined, and there are nickel mines at Norilsk,1 a settlement
situated to the east of Dudinka. Between the Upper and
Stony Tunguska rivers, gold is obtained from the Yenessei
Mountains. In 1936 the first derricks were erected at the
newly discovered oil deposits of the valley of the Malaya
Kheta (a tributary of the Yenessei).
The settlements of the middle and lower Yenessei basin
were formerly remote places, entirely cut off from the outside
world. River steamers and aeroplanes2 have now broken
their solitude, and the new life which has come to the Siberian
forests is attracting a growing number of pioneers. Small
1  There are also important deposits of gold, platinum, and copper close
to Norilsk, and these, together with nickel, axe refined at the Polymetallic
Combine in the town.   Norilsk has a population of'30,000, and is linked
by road with the port of Dudinka, from which metal is shipped via the
Arctic, or via the Yenessei to Krasnoyarsk and the Trans-Siberian Railway.
2  The journey from Krasnoyarsk down the Yenessei valley to Dudinka
formerly occupied forty days by horse or nine days by river steamboat.
To-day aeroplanes complete the journey in ten hours.